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ABSTRACT 

Inspired by the concept of cultural proximity, which was used to explain the local and 

regional cultural booming by Latin American scholars, a study was conducted in Hong 

Kong, a former British colony, to examine audiences’ preference for local, regional and 

global TV dramas, with an emphasis on the prosperity of regional products. 

We detect a hybridized choices pattern of TV dramas in Hong Kong. In general, local 

TV dramas gain an incomparable advantage over the imported ones and attract people 

across age and social status spectrum; compared with Western TV dramas, those imported 

from the regional countries are more preferable because of the cultural proximity. 

However, by virtue of the “symbol distancing”, American TV dramas also seem to be 

attractive, especially for those with greater economic and cultural capital.  

We would suggest that such hybridized choices are rooted in the hybridized character 

of Hong Kong culture. On one hand, Hong Kong audiences strongly identify with 

Chinese traditional cultural values and local consciousness, which provide the base for 

the affinity of cultural proximity; on the other hand, the long colonial history also 

provides them with the numerous opportunities to contact Western world and helps them 

develop the inclination to American dramas. The hybridized choice and preference for 

TV dramas therefore is a reflection of the contradiction of these two aspects. Furthermore, 

this also demonstrates that the process of localization, regionalization and globalization 

interweave with each other rather than engaging in a zero-sum game.     
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